














ANNEXATION

Background/Current Conditions

Loxahatchee Groves is located in unincorporated Palm Beach County, immediately to the
west of the incorporated (1959) Village of Royal Palm Beach, to the east and south of the
Acreage, and to the north of Wellington, which is currently seeking incorporation. The
community of Loxahatchee Groves encompasses 12.5 square miles (8000 acres) and is
within the boundaries of the Loxahatchee Groves Water Control District (LGWCD).

Certain aspects of growth, development, and reapportionment of areas within the County
can lead to consideration of additional land being annexed into existing incorporated
areas. This may be done for added tax base, location, or relocation of objectional, yet
required, facilities.

Analysis

Neighboring communities have unsuccessfully lobbied for annexation of LGWCD land.
Residents of Loxahatchee Groves have opposed each annexation attempt. New
developments, or expansion of existing developments, in these communities could create
intensified annexation pressure.

Any annexation of Loxahatchee Groves land would destroy the unity and rural integrity of
the community. Preservation of the existing boundaries of Loxahatchee Groves is
essential to the residents of the community.

Identified issues:

- No annexation into adjacent communities

RECOMMENDATION:
* The community of Loxahatchee Groves, in order to preserve its unity and

uniqueness, discourages any fragmentation of the Loxahatchee Groves planning
area by annexation into any adjacent incorporated community.
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REVISION OF THE PLAN

Background/Current Conditions

The Loxahatchee Groves Neighborhood Plan has been designed to preserve the integrity
of the community and to guide future development. The Neighborhood Plan reflects the
consensus of the community as a guide for Palm Beach County's Board of Commissioners.

Analysis

In the future, however, the needs and desires of the community may change. The
Neighborhood Plan may be modified as necessary to best serve the community. As
Loxahatchee Groves grows and changes, the community will periodically review the
Neighborhood Plan. '

RECOMMENDATION:
* At the time Loxahatchee Groves identifies the need, the community should form a
representative citizen's group to create amendments and revisions to accommodate
future needs. This planning committee should be made up of resident landowners
who represent the varied lifestyles, businesses, and interests contained within
Loxahatchee Groves.
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ACTIONS

Organized by Implementing Authority
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ACTIONS

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE STATE OF FLORIDA

SUGGESTION ONLY:
* Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission should consider restocking the
Loxahatchee Groves Water Control District's canals with native fish.

SUGGESTION ONLY:

* The South Florida Water Management District should consider drafting a plan to
assist Loxahatchee Groves Water Control District in properly recirculate canal
water during drought periods to prevent stagnation.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PALM BEACH COUNTY

* If petitioned by a landowner, Palm Beach County should consider low impact non-
residential land uses, in addition to residential use, on Okeechobee Boulevard and
State Road 80 (Southern Boulevard) in accordance with the Palm Beach County
Comprehensive Plan and the Palm Beach County Land Use Code and the following
standards:

1. As to Okeechobee Boulevard only, the depth of such uses shall not exceed 660
feet from Okeechobee Boulevard,

2. the rear fifty feet shall be landscaped and fenced or walled to provide a 100%
opaque barrier,

3. access to the site shall be limited to Okeechobee Boulevard or Southern
Boulevard,

4. architectural elevations will be submitted at time of land use amendment
indicating a single story rural architectural style consistent with the residential
style of the community.

The zoning category of the Loxahatchee Groves Planning Area should remain
Agricultural Residential, with those regulations as described in Palm Beach
County's Unified Land Development Code, except as otherwise directed by land
use changes consistent with this document.
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Palm Beach County should consider notifying the Loxahatchee Groves Landowners
Association of any non-residential land use permit applications within the
Loxahatchee Groves Planning Area.

Due to the large lot size in Loxahatchee Groves, Paim Beach County should
consider expanding the notification radius for landowners applying for
permits/zoning changes outside the Urban Service Area to 1,200'.

Palm Beach County should consider notifying the Loxahatchee Groves Water
Control District of any reclassification of zoning due to road and/or drainage issues
within the Loxahatchee Groves Planning Area.

Palm Beach County should explore the possibility of amending the 1989
Comprehensive Plan to recreate a one unit per five acres land use category, as
stated in the 1980 Comprehensive Plan, for the Loxahatchee Groves Planning
Area.

Palm Beach County should consider restricting the sale of any petroleum product
within the Loxahatchee Groves Planning Area.

Any new commercial building architecture should reflect the rural nature of the
community.

The Loxahatchee Groves community requests that Palm Beach County consider
incorporating the changes in bold type when the Land Development regulations
are rewritten. Specifically, consider enhancing and modifying home occupation
regulations for landowners and Palm Beach County, per the Unified Land
Development Code, Section 6.4 D, Note 50 to incorporate the following concepts:

a. Incidental Nature. The home occupation(s) shall be clearly incidental and
secondary to the residential use of the building and shall be confined to not more

than thirty (30) percent of the total floor area of the principal dwelling, not to
exceed 600 square feet unless approved by a Special Use Permit.

b. Location. A home occupation shall be conducted within the principal dwelling
or an accessory building or structure. The accessory building cannot be
an open porch or carport visible from any property boundary. Accessory
building location and size will be governed by existing Land Development
guidelines.

c. No change to the character of the dwelling. The home occupation shall not
change the essential residential character of the dwelling in terms of exterior

appearance and interior space.
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d. Employees. A home occupation use shall be conducted by a member of the
immediate family residing in the dwelling unit. A maximum of two (2) persons
who are not members of the immediate family may assist in the operation of the
home occupation. Special permits will be required for any additional
employees on-site.

e. Occupational license. A home occupation shall be operated pursuant to a valid
occupational license for the use held by the resident of the dwelling.

f. No advertising. No external evidence or sign shall advertise, display or
otherwise indicate the presence of the home occupation, nor shall the street
address of the home occupation be advertised through signs, billboards,
television, radio or newspapers. Advertising on vehicles shall be limited to the
minimum necessary to meet code requirements as mandated by PBC
Contractors Certification Division Chapter 67-1876, or Florida Statutes 489.

g. No on-premises sales. A home occupation shall not involve the sale of any
stock in trade, supplies, products or services on the premises.

h. No outside storage. No equipment or materials used in the home occupation
shall be stored or displayed outside of the dwelling including driveways.

i. Nuisan rohibited. No home occupation shall involve the use of any
mechanical, electrical or other equipment, materials or items which produce
noise, electrical or magnetic interference, vibration, heat, glare, smoke, dust,
odor or other nuisance outside the residential building. There shall be no
storage of hazardous or noxious materials on the site of the home occupation.

j. Violations or hazard. If any of the above requirements are violated, or if the use,
or any part thereof, is determined by the Zoning Director to create a health or
safety hazard, then the occupational license may be revoked.

k. Number. Only two (2) home occupations shall be permitted on any lot. Any
additional home occupational licenses requested would be governed by
the Zoning Division and would be obtained through special permit and
clearance.

. Community Impact. Businesses should create a minimum impact on the
local traffic.

Agricultural related businesses such as, but not limited to, nurseries, fisheries or
aviaries, should not be considered home occupations (cottage industries) in
conjunction with this plan.
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Palm Beach County should consider incorporating additional language into the
ULDC that addresses aviaculture as listed below:

* Operations consisting of fifty (50) to two hundred (200) birds should be
considered as small commercial aviaries. Minimal lot size required should be
two (2) acres. Zoning should be AR, SA or AGR.

Operations consisting of over two hundred (200) birds should be considered as
large commercial aviaries. Minimal lot size required should be five (5) acres.
Zoning should be AR, SA or AGR.

Aviaries established prior to adoption of this plan should be "grandfathered" in.

Palm Beach County should encourage preservation of natural and pristine areas.
Native planting and environmental awareness should be done through community
education.

Palm Beach County should consider promoting voluntary participation in the Florida
Wildlife Habitat Program sponsored by Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission. This would involve retaining applications and literature about the
program and could be provided by the Palm Beach County Cooperative Extension
Services. This literature would be available at local businesses, (e.g., Chamber of
Commerce, real estate offices, etc.). Palm Beach County should consider offering
property owners participating in this program a tax break incentive.

Palm Beach County should encourage landowners to apply for the existing tax
credit available under the Vegetation Preservation and Protection Section and the
Environmentally Sensitive Lands Section of the UDLC.

The community of Loxahatchee Groves, in order to preserve its unity and
uniqueness, discourages any fragmentation of the Loxahatchee Groves planning
area by annexation into any adjacent incorporated community.

Parks and Recreation/Equine Path System

NOTE: DURING THE COUNTY'S INTERDEPARTMENTAL REVIEW OF THIS PLAN, THE
FOLLOWING FIVE RECOMMENDATIONS WERE CONSIDERED UNFEASIBLE. THEY
WERE RETAINED BY THE LGNPC TO INDICATE THE COMMUNITY'S DESIRES.)

*

Palm Beach County should consider assisting the community in its efforts to
finance, locate and build safe trails from within Loxahatchee Groves to reach the
Royal Palm Beach Pine Natural Area, which has designated trails, as an asset to
the horse owners. (Equine Path)
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Palm Beach County should consider assisting the community in its efforts to
finance, locate, and build multi-purpose trails for passive, non-motorized use (i.e.,
horses, hiking), within Loxahatchee Groves to reach safe riding areas. All trails
would connect to the planned trails located at 140th and 40th Streets. (Equine Path)

Palm Beach County Parks and Recreation Department should consider completing
Loxahatchee Groves County Park as specified in the original park master plan.
(Parks & Rec.)

Palm Beach County Parks and Recreation Department should consider expanding
Loxahatchee Groves County Park to the original forty acres, and thereby
generating space for the construction of more general purpose athletic fields for
ball sports. Given that the future expansion of State Road 80 (Southern Boulevard)
is inevitable, Palm Beach County should consider acquiring this additional property
as soon as possible. (Parks & Rec.)

The Loxahatchee Groves County Park, when originally planned, addressed equine
trails. Palm Beach County's Park and Recreation Department should consider re-
addressing this and if feasible, plan to include a riding ring into any future plans for
the park. (Parks & Rec. and Equine Path System.)

Solid Waste Authority

*

Palm Beach County Solid Waste Authority should consider establishing a
designated Western Communities site for collection of hazardous materials,
possibly at a community fire station.

Since code enforcement is the county's responsibility, Palm Beach County, the
Solid Waste Authority, and other responsible agencies should respond in a timely
manner to complaints.

Code Enforcement

*

Since code enforcement is the county's responsibility, Palm Beach County, the
Solid Waste Authority, and other responsible agencies should respond in a timely
manner to complaints.

The Palm Beach County Code Enforcement Division should consider a tracking
system to record and follow-up on code violations.

The Palm Beach County Code Enforcement Division should consider keeping
statistics on a neighborhood basis by census tracts and/or Traffic Analysis Zones.
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Transportation

*

The residents of Loxahatchee Groves Planning Area are against any major or minor
north/south collector through the community.

Palm Beach County should consider the wishes of the Loxahatchee Groves
community by removing “E" Road from present and future Right-of-Way
Identification Maps.

At the time that a need for a thoroughfare is identified in the Loxahatchee Groves
Area, the Loxahatchee Groves Water Control District, Indian Trails Water Control
District, and Loxahatchee Groves Landowners Association, in conjunction with Palm
Beach County, should consider conducting studies specific to that proposed
thoroughfare.

Fire Rescue

*

In order to aid travel time, the Fire Rescue Department should consider
coordinating with the community so that Fire Station No. 21 works with the
Loxahatchee Groves planning area landowners to identify home sites on maps at
the fire station, and indicates the access to their properties.

At the request of any community organization within the Loxahatchee Groves
planning area, Palm Beach County Fire Department should provide community
education on fire safety and awareness.

Palm Beach County Fire and Rescue Station 21 and Special Operations Unit #16
or #31 should continue to respond to emergency situations to mitigagte the
circumstances and/or contain the containment to ensure the protection of water
quality.

Palm Beach County should consider streamlining the process a landowner outside
the Urban Service Area must follow to obtain a permit to burn vegetation. Palm
Beach County could allow such burn permits to be issued at each community's local
fire station.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE SCHOOL BOARD OF PALM BEACH COUNTY
(THIS PLAN RECOGNIZES THAT THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS AND
THE PALM BEACH COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD ARE INDEPENDENT OF EACH
OTHER'S JURISDICTION)

* The School Board of Palm Beach County should allow school buses to traverse any
District road to pick up and drop off children.

* The School Board of Palm Beach County should consider expanding the
Loxahatchee Groves Elementary School "School Safety Zone".

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE PALM BEACH COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT
(THIS PLAN RECOGNIZES THAT THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS AND
THE SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT ARE INDEPENDENT OF EACH OTHER'S
JURISDICTION)

* The Palm Beach County Sheriff Department should establish a sheriff's substation
at Fire Station 21. In addition, a public service officer could be stationed there.

The Palm Beach County Sheriff Department should consider increasing the visibility
by increasing the number of sheriff's patrols in Loxahatchee Groves during the
hours of 6:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. for the greater protection
of school children.

At the request of any community organization within the Loxahatchee Groves
planning area, Palm Beach County Sheriff's Department should provide community
education on crime safety and awareness.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LOXAHATCHEE GROVE WATER CONTROL DISTRICT

(THIS PLAN RECOGNIZES THAT THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS AND
THE LOXAHATCHEE GROVE WATER CONTROL DISTRICT ARE INDEPENDENT OF
EACH OTHER'S JURISDICTION)

* Loxahatchee Groves Water Control District should consider continuing to improve
driving surfaces with better road materials.

* Loxahatchee Groves Water Control District should consider continuing to acqu’

sufficient right-of-way and/or easements for two lane roads with shoulders
berms.
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Loxahatchee Groves Water Control District should consider continuing to manage
the berms along canal banks throughout the District for safety and erosion control.

Loxahatchee Groves Water Control District should consider not connecting "E"
Road with 140th Avenue.

Loxahatchee Groves Water Control District should continue to clean the District
canals of all debris and vegetation.

Loxahatchee Grove Water Control District should continue to desilt the canals to
increase the water holding capacity.

Loxahatchee Groves Water Control District should continue to redesign the weir
system for District canals.

Residents should report to Palm Beach County Sheriff's Department and
Loxahatchee Groves Water Control District any vehicle seen in the canal.

Residents should report berm and canal bank damage to the Loxahatchee Groves
Water Control District.

Loxahatchee Groves Water Control District should continue to manage the berms
along canal banks throughout the District for safety and erosion control.

Loxahatchee Groves Water Control District should explore the possibility of
obtaining recreational powers as allowed for under Florida Statute 298.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LOXAHATCHEE GROVES LANDOWNERS ASSOCIATION

*

The Loxahatchee Groves Landowners Association should coordinate equestrian
planning with the Palm Beach County Parks and Recreation Department and all
other public and private agencies and apply for grant funds that will promote
equestrian activities.
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